
 

Scholarships in Europe for International Students 
(Fall 2026 Intake) 

Your gift for having joined a LIVE Webinar from us! 

This Report is provided to you by The Study Abroad Portal for International students – 
from within Europe (EU/EEA) and beyond – summarizing numerous scholarship 
opportunities across Europe.  

We categorized key scholarships for mainly Italy, Portugal, Spain, France, the 
Netherlands, Ireland, Belgium, Sweden, and Denmark into four groups:  

(1) Distance Learning & Short Course Scholarships 

(2) Undergraduate Scholarships 

(3) Postgraduate/Master’s Scholarships, and  

(4) Research Master/PhD Scholarships.  

Each scholarship listing includes its name, host institution or funding body, country, 
eligible fields, notable eligibility criteria (especially EU vs. non-EU eligibility), coverage 
(tuition, living costs, travel, etc.), application timing for Fall 2026, and an official link 
for more information. Short introductory notes are provided for each category, 
followed by structured details of individual scholarship programs. 

 

1. Distance Learning & Short Course Scholarships 

Distance learning and short course scholarships support online degrees, certificate 
programs, or short-term in-person training courses. These opportunities are often 
targeted at mid-career professionals or students seeking to upskill via shorter 
programs (e.g. 3–12 month courses) rather than full degrees. Many such scholarships 
in Europe are funded by government agencies and focus on candidates from specific 
regions (often developing countries). Below are prominent distance learning or short-
course scholarships relevant to the focus countries: 

• Netherlands: Orange Knowledge Programme (OKP): A fully-funded 
scholarship program by the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs for short courses 
(2–12 months) and master’s programs in the Netherlands[1][2]. It targets mid-
career professionals from ~50 eligible developing countries. Fields: Broad 
range, including engineering, agriculture, health, management, and education 
(courses must align with priority development areas). Eligibility: Applicants 
must be non-EU citizens from an OKP partner country and be nominated by 

http://www.thestudyabroadportal.com/
https://www.scholars4dev.com/5295/sweden-scholarships-for-international-students-from-developing-countries/#:~:text=Scholarship%20value%2Finclusions%2Fduration%3A
https://www.scholars4dev.com/5295/sweden-scholarships-for-international-students-from-developing-countries/#:~:text=The%20scholarship%20covers%20full%20tuition,scholarship%20holders%20living%20outside%20Sweden


 
their employer; EU/EEA nationals are not eligible. Coverage: Full tuition fee 
waiver, return airfare, visa fees, insurance, and a monthly stipend for living 
expenses[3][4]. Application Deadlines: Usually three rounds annually; for 
Fall 2026 courses, deadlines expected in early/mid 2026 (e.g. one cycle often 
closes around March–June 2026). Official Link: StudyinHolland – OKP 
Scholarships. 

• Belgium: ARES Continuing Education Scholarships: Offered by the 
Académie de Recherche et d’Enseignement Supérieur (ARES) for short 
advanced training courses (2–6 months) in Belgium[5][6]. These are part of 
Belgium’s development cooperation and are open to professionals from 31 
partner developing countries (mostly in Africa, Asia, Latin America)[7][8]. 
Fields: Development-focused topics such as public health, food security, 
agriculture, environmental management, technology, education, etc.[9][10]. 
Eligibility: Must be a national of one of the 31 eligible countries and have 2+ 
years of professional experience in a relevant field[11][12]. EU nationals are 
not eligible (target group is non-EU developing countries). Coverage: Full 
funding – tuition fees, international travel, monthly subsistence allowance, 
accommodation, insurance, etc. (e.g. ARES provides ~130 master’s and 70 
training course scholarships yearly under this program)[13][3]. Application 
Deadline: 19 September 2025 for 2026 intake[14] (annual call; the Fall 2026 
courses would be covered by the 2026–2027 call, likely opening mid-2026). 
Official Link: ARES Scholarships 2026–2027. 

• Swedish Institute Short-Term Programs (SAYP) – Sweden: The Swedish 
Institute Academy for Young Professionals (SAYP) is a fully-funded short 
training program aimed at young professionals from specific regions (e.g. the 
Baltic states, Eastern Partnership countries, Western Balkans) focusing on 
themes like democratic governance and sustainable public 
management[15][16]. Fields: Governance, public policy, democracy, 
sustainability (often interdisciplinary social science). Eligibility: Applicants 
must be young professionals (typically age 25–35) from target countries in 
Eastern Europe, the Baltics, or the Western Balkans (EU citizens generally not 
eligible unless from those regions). Coverage: Participation is free; all costs of 
on-site training (travel, accommodation, meals, insurance) are covered by the 
Swedish Institute[17][18]. Some modules may be held online or as blended 
learning. Application Deadline: Varies by regional module; for 2025 the 
deadline was 26 August 2025[15], and a similar timeline is expected in 2026. 
Official Link: Swedish Institute – SAYP Program. 

• Italy: MAECI Italian Language and Culture Scholarships: As part of the 
Italian Government’s scholarship scheme (detailed under postgraduate 
programs), short-term scholarships (3 months) are offered to foreign 
students for Italian language and culture courses[19][20]. Fields: Italian 
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language or cultural studies at recognized Italian institutes. Eligibility: Open to 
nationals of countries eligible under the Italian government scholarship 
program (over 100 countries worldwide; EU nationals can apply if they reside 
abroad). Applicants need at least an A2 level in Italian for advanced 
courses[21]. Coverage: A lump-sum grant of €3,000 total for the 3-month 
course[22][23], plus health insurance. Tuition for the language course is 
usually waived. Deadline: Typically aligns with the main MAECI call (for 2025–
26 the deadline was 16 May 2025[24]; the 2026 call is expected around April–
May 2026). Official Link: “Study in Italy” – MAECI Scholarships. 

 

2. Undergraduate Program Scholarships 

European funding for bachelor’s degrees is somewhat limited compared to graduate 
levels, because EU/EEA students often benefit from low tuition fees and many 
scholarship programs target non-EU students or postgraduate study. Nonetheless, 
several governments, universities, and private foundations provide scholarships for 
international undergraduate students in the focus countries. These awards 
generally emphasize academic excellence or strategic diversity goals. Below are 
notable undergraduate scholarships: 

• Any developing country: Wells Mountain Foundation Scholarships for 
Developing Country Students: The Wells Mountain Foundation funds 
scholarships for individuals in developing nations or other situations of 
extreme poverty.  The scholarships range from $300 USD to $3000 USD 
annually and can be used for tuition and fees, books and materials, and other 
approved costs 

• Italy: Politecnico di Milano DSU Scholarships (Diritto allo Studio 
Universitario) – Bachelor & Master; need/merit-based: Available to students 
(including international) at both Bachelor and Master levels. Awarded via an 
annual call (Bando) based on financial need and academic meritpolimi.it. 
These scholarships can cover tuition fees, discounted meals, and housing 
support for low-income students. EU and non-EU students may apply 
(international students must provide family income documentation)polimi.it. 
Application is separate from admission, typically opening mid-year with 
specific deadlines per academic year. 
 

• Italy: EDUCatt (Need-Based Scholarships) – Bachelor & Master; need-based: 
Administered by EDUCatt (the university’s student assistance foundation) in 
line with Italy’s DSU aid. These scholarships are based on family income and 
merit and are open to students whose family income is in Italy or EU 
(international students with EU residency/income can apply; non-EU family 
income cases are handled separately via the UCSC International Scholarship 
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above). Coverage: Can include tuition fee waivers or reductions, 
housing/dining subsidies, or stipends, depending on financial need. How to 
apply: Submit an online application on the EDUCatt portal (usually in summer 
preceding the academic year) and provide income documentation (ISEE for 
Italy or analogous proof for EU). Deadline: Annual calls (e.g. mid-July 2025 for 
2025/26; the 2026/27 call will be around July 2026). Link: See EDUCatt’s 
official scholarship call: educatt.eu. 
 

• Italy: International Scholarship Universita Cattolica de Sacro Cuore – 
Bachelor & Master; merit-based tuition reduction: A tuition discount offered to 
international (non-EU) students. It typically reduces annual tuition to ~€5,900 
for eligible programs (roughly a 30% fee reduction). Available for English-
taught degrees at Cattolica’s Milan, Piacenza, Cremona, Brescia, or Rome 
campuses. Eligibility: Non-EU international applicants with strong academic 
profiles; automatically considered during the admissions process (you 
indicate interest in the online application). Coverage: Partial tuition waiver 
(renewable each year for standard program duration, as long as academic 
progress is satisfactory). This scholarship is awarded along with the admission 
offer (no separate application needed besides checking the box in the 
admission form). Note: It cannot be held concurrently with an EDUCatt/DSU 
scholarship: international.unicatt.it 
 

• France:  Bachelor’s Excellence Scholarship – Bachelor; merit-based: 
Awarded to high-achieving international students entering ESSCA’s Bachelor 
in Management programs. Evaluated on academic record plus non-academic 
excellence (leadership, community service, diversity). Typical award ranges 
€1,000–€2,000 off first-year tuition. All nationalities are eligible. No separate 
application is required – your admission application and profile serve as the 
basis. These scholarships aim to put international students on par with French 
students (ESSCA charges the same base tuition for all): shiksha.com. 

• France: Grande École Programme Excellence Scholarship – Grande École 
(5-year); merit-based: Support for top international students in the Grande 
École Master in Management program (which includes undergraduate years at 
ESSCA). Awards typically €1,500–€2,500 toward tuition. Criteria include 
academic excellence, extracurricular achievements, international outlook, 
etc.: shiksha.com. Awarded upon admission into the program (no separate 
form). Can be renewed or awarded in later years based on performance. 

•  
 

• USA: American University Emerging Global Leader Scholarship: The AU 
Emerging Global Leader Scholarship is targeted to high-achieving international 
students who wish to pursue a Bachelor’s Degree at the University and who 
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are dedicated to positive civic and social change.  The AU EGL scholarship 
covers all billable AU expenses (full tuition, room and board). 

• Netherlands: Holland Scholarship (NL Scholarship): A partial scholarship 
for international students from outside the EEA who are pursuing a Bachelor’s 
or Master’s in the Netherlands[44][45]. It is financed jointly by the Dutch 
Ministry of Education and Dutch research universities/universities of applied 
sciences. Fields: Any field of study for a full-time undergraduate or graduate 
degree at participating Dutch institutions (all major Dutch universities 
participate)[46][47]. Eligibility: Must be a non-EEA nationality and not have 
studied in the Netherlands before[48][49]. EU/EEA citizens are not eligible. 
Also requires meeting the admission criteria of the chosen Dutch university. 
Coverage: A one-time award of €5,000 in the first year of studies[50][45]. Note: 
This scholarship does not cover full tuition; it is a contribution to living or 
study costs. It cannot be renewed (granted for one year only)[50][51]. Many 
universities pair this with additional merit funds. Application Deadline: Either 
1 February 2026 or 1 May 2026, varying by institution[52][53] – applicants 
must apply directly to their university for this scholarship by the specific 
deadline. Official Link: Study in NL – NL Scholarship (Holland Scholarship). 

• Italy: Bocconi Merit and International Awards: Scholarships for high-
achieving international students enrolling in Bachelor’s programs (or Master 
of Science programs) at Bocconi, a leading private university in Milan. Fields: 
Business, Management, Economics, Finance, Social Sciences, Law 
(undergrad programs in these fields). Eligibility: Open to all nationalities 
except Italians (non-Italian international students)[54][55]. Selection is based 
on outstanding academic achievement and demonstrated financial need (for 
need-based awards)[56]. EU students (non-Italians) are eligible. Coverage: 
The Merit Award provides a 100% tuition waiver for the entire 3-year 
Bachelor’s (worth ~€12,000 per year)[54][57]. Top recipients may also get free 
housing for 2 years in Milan[58]. Bocconi also offers International Awards 
(partial waivers of ~50%) for other strong candidates. Deadline: Follows 
Bocconi’s admission rounds – for Fall 2026, deadlines will be between 
Nov 2025 and April 2026 (earlier rounds improve chances). All eligible 
admitted students are automatically considered; a separate scholarship 
application may be required by a given date (check Bocconi’s funding page). 
Official Link: Bocconi University – Funding for International Students. 

• Ireland – International Education Scholarship (GOI-IES) – Ireland: A 
scholarship program funded by the Irish Government for high-caliber 
international students. It supports one year of study at an Irish institution, 
applicable to the final year of an undergraduate degree or a one-year taught 
master’s or one year of a research program[59][60]. Fields: All disciplines, as 
long as the study is at an Irish higher education institution eligible under the 
program. Eligibility: Open to non-EU/EEA students from any country 
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(worldwide) who have an offer to study in Ireland. Both undergrad (usually 
final-year) and postgrad students can apply. EU citizens are not eligible (target 
is outside EU/EEA)[61][62]. Coverage: For the scholarship year, it provides a 
€10,000 stipend toward living expenses, and importantly the host Irish 
university grants a full tuition waiver for that year[63][64]. (For undergrads, 
this typically covers the 3rd or 4th year of a degree, since Ireland’s undergrad is 
3–4 years.) Application Deadline: The call for 2026 opens in late Jan 2026, 
with a deadline likely in March 2026 (for 2025 it was 5 March)[65][66]. Official 
Link: Higher Education Authority – GOI-IES Scholarships. 

Additional Notes: Many individual universities in Europe also offer their own 
scholarships or tuition waivers for international undergraduates. For example, 
Spanish universities like the University of Salamanca or University of Valencia have 
merit scholarships for top non-EU students, and Irish universities (e.g. Trinity College 
Dublin, University College Dublin) offer Global Excellence scholarships (partial 
tuition awards) for non-EU undergrads. These are usually advertised on each 
university’s website under international student funding. Students are encouraged to 
check the specific university pages for such opportunities alongside the major 
programs listed above. 

 

3. Postgraduate / Master’s Programs Scholarships 

Scholarships for postgraduate (Master’s level) studies are abundant in Europe, 
reflecting an emphasis on attracting global talent to one- or two-year master’s 
programs. These scholarships include European Union initiatives, government-
funded excellence programs, and university or foundation awards. They often cover 
full tuition and living expenses. Below, we outline key scholarships for Master’s 
programs starting in Fall 2026: 
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Figure: A cohort of international scholarship recipients at an awards ceremony in 
Europe. Such programs enable high-achieving students from around the world to 
pursue postgraduate studies with full financial support. 

• Erasmus Mundus Joint Master’s Scholarships – European Union (multiple 
host countries): A flagship EU program offering full scholarships for 2-year 
joint Master’s degrees delivered by consortia of universities across Europe 
(including many in Italy, Spain, France, etc.). Fields: Wide-ranging – from 
sustainable engineering and environmental sciences to economics, data 
science, public health, humanities, etc., with an emphasis on interdisciplinary 
and international study. Students study in at least two different European 
countries as part of the program. Eligibility: Open to all nationalities (EU and 
non-EU). However, scholarships are more numerous for “Partner Country” 
(non-EU) students; EU students (“Programme Country”) can also receive 
scholarships but usually a smaller portion[67]. Applicants must have a 
bachelor’s degree in a relevant field. Coverage: Fully-funded – Erasmus 
Mundus scholarships cover all tuition fees, provide a monthly stipend 
(~€1,400), installation and travel allowances per academic year, and 
insurance[67]. This typically amounts to €35,000+ over two years per student. 
Deadlines: Programs have annual deadlines between October 2025 and 
January 2026 for Fall 2026 intake (each Erasmus Mundus Master’s course sets 
its own deadline, often around December 2025). Official Portal: Erasmus 
Mundus Catalogue – EU Scholarships. (Note: Erasmus Mundus scholarships 
are extremely competitive, but they offer an unparalleled experience studying 
in multiple EU countries.) 

https://www.edu-live.com/posts/portugal-government-scholarships-2026-fully-funded#:~:text=July%2027%2C%202025%20Applying%20to,10%20September%2018%2C%202025%20CIPS
https://www.edu-live.com/posts/portugal-government-scholarships-2026-fully-funded#:~:text=July%2027%2C%202025%20Applying%20to,10%20September%2018%2C%202025%20CIPS
https://www.eacea.ec.europa.eu/scholarships/erasmus-mundus-catalogue_en
https://www.eacea.ec.europa.eu/scholarships/erasmus-mundus-catalogue_en


 
• Italy: Merit-Based Scholarships (Polimi Master of Science) – Master’s; 

merit-based: Prestigious merit scholarships for top international candidates 
admitted to English-taught MSc programs. Recipients pay only a ~€170 
administrative fee while tuition is fully waived. Many scholarships also include 
a yearly stipend (Bronze/Silver up to a full tuition waiver, Gold ~€8,000, 
Platinum ~€10,000 per year) polimi.itpolimi.it. All fields of study are eligible 
(engineering, architecture, design, etc.), though some awards are campus-
specific. Eligibility: non-Italian international students who apply in the Early 
Bird round (for Fall 2026, application between Oct 1 – Dec 1, 2025) with a valid 
English proficiency by Feb 21, 2026. A separate online scholarship form (no 
fee) is required. Application Deadline: Early Bird admission deadline (Dec 1, 
2025) for Fall 2026 entry; scholarship form due by mid-Dec 2025. Selection is 
based on prior academic excellence (GPA, portfolio) and the scholarship 
application essay: polimi.it. 

• Italy: Government MAECI Scholarships – Master’s; merit/need (external): 
Offered by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to international students admitted to 
Italian universitiespolimi.it. These are generally for postgraduate studies 
(Master or PhD) and typically provide a monthly stipend and possibly tuition 
coverage. All nationalities outside Italy can apply, though priority and 
conditions are set by the Ministry (e.g. age limits, academic background). 
Covers: monthly allowance, health insurance, and sometimes tuition fee 
waivers (per MAECI terms). Deadline: Varies annually (often around May for 
the next academic year). Link: See Italian MFA’s scholarship pagepolimi.it. 
Politecnico di Milano encourages eligible admitted students to apply. 

• Italy: EDUCatt (Need-Based Scholarships) – Bachelor & Master; need-based: 
Administered by EDUCatt (the university’s student assistance foundation) in 
line with Italy’s DSU aid. These scholarships are based on family income and 
merit and are open to students whose family income is in Italy or EU 
(international students with EU residency/income can apply; non-EU family 
income cases are handled separately via the UCSC International Scholarship 
above). Coverage: Can include tuition fee waivers or reductions, 
housing/dining subsidies, or stipends, depending on financial need. How to 
apply: Submit an online application on the EDUCatt portal (usually in summer 
preceding the academic year) and provide income documentation (ISEE for 
Italy or analogous proof for EU). Deadline: Annual calls (e.g. mid-July 2025 for 
2025/26; the 2026/27 call will be around July 2026). Link: See EDUCatt’s 
official scholarship call: educatt.eu. 

• Italy: International Scholarship Universita Cattolica de Sacro Cuore – 
Bachelor & Master; merit-based tuition reduction: A tuition discount offered to 
international (non-EU) students. It typically reduces annual tuition to ~€5,900 
for eligible programs (roughly a 30% fee reduction). Available for English-

https://www.polimi.it/fileadmin/user_upload/futuri_studenti/borse-di-studio/Call_for_Application_for_Merit_2026-2027.pdf#:~:text=entire%20academic%20year%20which%20they,Scholarships%20is%20%E2%82%AC%205%2C000%20gross
https://www.polimi.it/fileadmin/user_upload/futuri_studenti/borse-di-studio/Call_for_Application_for_Merit_2026-2027.pdf#:~:text=The%20amount%20of%20the%20Platinum,Scholarships%20is%20%E2%82%AC%205%2C000%20gross
https://www.polimi.it/en/prospective-students/how-much-does-it-cost/scholarships#:~:text=
https://www.polimi.it/en/prospective-students/how-much-does-it-cost/scholarships#:~:text=,Korea%2C%20Tunisia%2C%20Turkey%20and%20Vietnam
https://www.polimi.it/en/prospective-students/how-much-does-it-cost/scholarships#:~:text=,Korea%2C%20Tunisia%2C%20Turkey%20and%20Vietnam
https://www.educatt.eu/#:~:text=


 
taught degrees at Cattolica’s Milan, Piacenza, Cremona, Brescia, or Rome 
campuses. Eligibility: Non-EU international applicants with strong academic 
profiles; automatically considered during the admissions process (you 
indicate interest in the online application). Coverage: Partial tuition waiver 
(renewable each year for standard program duration, as long as academic 
progress is satisfactory). This scholarship is awarded along with the admission 
offer (no separate application needed besides checking the box in the 
admission form). Note: It cannot be held concurrently with an EDUCatt/DSU 
scholarship: international.unicatt.it. 

• Italy: Cattolica Africa Scholarship Program – Bachelor & Master; merit-
based tuition waiver: A special initiative to support students from African 
countries. Admitted applicants from any African nation to English-taught 
undergraduate or graduate programs receive a significant tuition fee reduction. 
For example, in recent years the waiver was ~€5,540 per year for Master’s 
programs, bringing fees to an affordable level (students must cover their own 
living expenses). Fields: Applies to all English-taught degrees (e.g. Economics, 
Management, Agriculture, Banking & Finance, etc. as listed). How to apply: No 
separate scholarship form – eligible African students are automatically 
considered during admissions. Deadline: Follow standard application 
deadlines (for Fall 2026 intake, likely early 2026; the Africa program deadline 
for 2024 was June 27: scholarshipset.com). 

• Med-Or Foundation “Middle East” Scholarships – Master’s; merit-based: In 
partnership with Cattolica’s ASERI graduate school, the Med-Or Italian 
Foundation offers scholarships for the Master in Middle Eastern Studies 
(MIMES). For 2025-26, two scholarships worth €12,000 each were available. 
Eligibility: Applicants who are citizens of Middle Eastern countries (as defined 
in the call) and admitted into the MIMES program. Coverage: ~€12k covers full 
tuition and university fees and contributes toward travel, accommodation, and 
living expenses – effectively a comprehensive scholarship. How to apply: 
Through a separate application opened in coordination with the Italian 
Embassy/Med-Or (for 2025, applications ran July 11–Sept 24): 
ambabudhabi.esteri.it. Deadline for Fall 2026: Likely mid-summer 2026 (to be 
announced). 

• Other Scholarships & Discounts: Cattolica occasionally has specific 
scholarships for certain programs or alumni. For example, some Master’s may 
offer partial tuition waivers for alumni or Italian students (e.g. a €500 discount 
for Cattolica alumni in a master’s program: unicatt.it). There are also external 
opportunities like Italian government scholarships (MAECI) or regional awards 
that Cattolica students can pursue. Always check the official Cattolica 
International website for program-specific funding opportunities and updated 
deadlines: Sources: Cattolica International Admissions – tuition and 

https://international.unicatt.it/ucscinternational-admission-and-tuition-tuition-fees-and-scholarships-4480#:~:text=graduate%20within%20this%20timeframe%2C%20the,Scholarship%2C%20you%20cannot%20change%20to
https://www.scholarshipset.com/scholarships/universit-cattolica-del-sacro-cuore-africa-scholarship-program-for-african-masters-students-2024#:~:text=Application%20Deadline
https://ambabudhabi.esteri.it/en/news/dall_ambasciata/2025/07/two-scholarships-offered-by-the-medor-italian-foundation-for-the-masters-program-in-middle-eastern-studies-2025-2026-at-cattolica-university/#:~:text=12%2C000%2C%20to%20support%20students%20by,travel%2C%20accommodation%2C%20and%20living%20expenses
https://www.unicatt.it/corsi/master-universitari/milano/arts-management/Scholarships.html#:~:text=financial%20situation%20of%20the%20candidate


 
scholarship info; Cattolica Africa Program description: 
scholarshipset.comscholarshipset.com; Med-Or Foundation scholarship 
announcement: ambabudhabi.esteri.it.) 

• France: Master’s Excellence Scholarship – Master (MSc/MIM); merit-based: 

Partial tuition waivers for outstanding international students admitted to ESSCA’s 

graduate (MIM or MSc) programs. Scholarship amount ranges from about €1,500 

up to €2,500shiksha.com, typically offsetting 15%–30% of tuition costs. Selection 

considers academic record, relevant work/internship experience, extracurricular and 

leadership accomplishmentsshiksha.com. No dedicated application needed; all 

admitted international MSc candidates are automatically considered. These 

scholarships can be combined with early-bird discountsessca.eu. For 2026 intake, 

applying by Feb 15, 2026 qualifies for an early-bird 15% tuition discount for all 

international applicantsessca.eu (scholarship awards are decided later in the 

admission cycle). 

• France: President’s Tuition Award – Master; merit-based (exceptional): A 

prestigious award of €5,000 given to exceptionally talented incoming international 

postgraduate studentsshiksha.com. Typically awarded to a select few Master’s/MIM 

students who not only have top academic credentials but also show remarkable 

leadership or achievements beyond the classroom. Application: In past cycles, 

ESSCA has required a separate motivation statement or earlier deadline for this 

award (e.g. late March). Eligible admitted students are usually invited to apply. This 

award, if granted, stacks on top of any other ESSCA scholarship/discount. 

(Example: In 2022, the President’s Award deadline was March 28 and open to 

admitted MIM/MSc candidates worldwideladder.8b.africaladder.8b.africa.) 

• France: Need-Based Scholarships (CROUS/CNOUS Grants) – Bachelor & 

Master; need-based (EU students): As a French institution, ESSCA lets eligible 

European students apply for government bursaries through CNOUSessca.eu. These 

CROUS scholarships (based on family income) can provide a few hundred to 

several thousand euros toward living expenses or tuition. They are available to 

EU/EEA students (and certain long-term residents) studying in France. ESSCA 

students enrolled in the Grande École program at campuses like Angers, Paris, 

Lyon, etc. can apply via the French CROUS systemessca.eu. (Exchange students 

and non-EU students are not eligible for CROUS aid.) Application is through the 

French government’s student aid portal (Dossier Social Étudiant), usually by May 

for the next academic year. 

 

• France: Eiffel Excellence Scholarship (Ministry for Europe and Foreign 
Affairs): A prestigious scholarship program to attract elite international 
students for Master’s and PhD studies in France. At the Master’s level, it is 
awarded to top foreign students up to 25 years old[68][69]. Fields: Priority 
areas include science & engineering (biology, chemistry, ICT, etc.), economics 
and management, law and political science, and especially programs related 
to France’s strategic sectors[70][71]. Eligibility: Open to non-French 

https://www.scholarshipset.com/scholarships/universit-cattolica-del-sacro-cuore-africa-scholarship-program-for-african-masters-students-2024#:~:text=Milan%2C%20Piacenza%20and%20Cremona%20campuses
https://www.scholarshipset.com/scholarships/universit-cattolica-del-sacro-cuore-africa-scholarship-program-for-african-masters-students-2024#:~:text=Aim%20and%20Benefits%20of%20Africa,Scholarship%20Program
https://ambabudhabi.esteri.it/en/news/dall_ambasciata/2025/07/two-scholarships-offered-by-the-medor-italian-foundation-for-the-masters-program-in-middle-eastern-studies-2025-2026-at-cattolica-university/#:~:text=The%20MedOr%20Italian%20Foundation%20is,travel%2C%20accommodation%2C%20and%20living%20expenses
https://www.shiksha.com/studyabroad/france/universities/essca-school-of-management#:~:text=Scholarship%20Name%20Disbursement%20Amount%20Bachelor%E2%80%99s,1%2C500%20euros%20to%202%2C500%20euros
https://www.shiksha.com/studyabroad/france/universities/essca-school-of-management#:~:text=Scholarship%20Name%20Eligibility%20Criteria%20Bachelor%E2%80%99s,international%20outlook%20Master%E2%80%99s%20Excellence%20Scholarships
https://www.essca.eu/en/programmes/all-programmes/master-in-management-programme/tuition-fees-and-financing/#:~:text=irrespective%20of%20their%20background%20or,financial%20circumstances
https://www.essca.eu/en/programmes/all-programmes/master-in-management-programme/tuition-fees-and-financing/#:~:text=Early%20bird%20policy
https://www.shiksha.com/studyabroad/france/universities/essca-school-of-management#:~:text=Scholarship%20Name%20Disbursement%20Amount%20Bachelor%E2%80%99s,1%2C500%20euros%20to%202%2C500%20euros
https://ladder.8b.africa/scholarships/detail/presidents-tuition-scholarship-at-essca-school-of-management-france/#:~:text=This%20scholarship%20offers%20outstanding%20incoming,to%20be%20eligible%20to%20apply
https://ladder.8b.africa/scholarships/detail/presidents-tuition-scholarship-at-essca-school-of-management-france/#:~:text=All%20international%20students%20are%20eligible,must%20demonstrate%20exceptional%20academic%20achievement
https://www.essca.eu/en/programmes/all-programmes/master-in-management-programme/tuition-fees-and-financing/#:~:text=CNOUS%20Scholarship
https://www.essca.eu/en/programmes/all-programmes/master-in-management-programme/tuition-fees-and-financing/#:~:text=CNOUS%20Scholarship
https://espol.school/en/article/the-france-excellence-eiffel-scholarship-an-opportunity-to-study-at-espol/#:~:text=France%20Eiffel%20Schoarship%3A%20Study%20in,
https://u-paris.fr/language/en/france-excellence-eiffel-scholarship-2026/#:~:text=Cit%C3%A9%20u,%C2%B7%20Must%20be%20applying
https://www.sciencespo.fr/students/en/fees-funding/bursaries-financial-aid/eiffel-scholarship/#:~:text=Ministry%20of%20Foreign%20and%20European,the%20rest%20of%20their%20studies
https://www.sciencespo.fr/students/en/fees-funding/bursaries-financial-aid/eiffel-scholarship/#:~:text=The%20programme%20is%20primarily%20designed,national%20administrations%20of%20emerging%20countries


 
nationals only (applicants with dual French citizenship are ineligible)[72][73]. 
Applicants must be under 25 for Master’s (born after March 31, 1999 for the 
2026 call) and must be nominated by a French university. EU citizens (if not 
French) can be considered, but typically Eiffel targets non-EU candidates from 
emerging countries. Coverage: The Eiffel scholarship provides a monthly 
allowance of about €1,200 for Master’s students, which covers living 
expenses[74][75]. It also includes one international return airfare, health 
insurance, cultural activities, and possibly housing aid – but it does not cover 
tuition fees[76][74]. (Most French public universities have low tuition 
(~€3770/year for non-EU Master’s), and many Eiffel-hosting institutions will 
offer tuition waivers or charge the EU rate for scholarship winners[74][77].) 
Duration is up to 24 months for a Master’s. Application Timeline: The 2026 
call opens Oct 1, 2025 and French universities must submit applications by 
Jan 8, 2026[78][79]. Interested students should contact target French 
universities by Fall 2025 to seek nomination. Official Link: Campus France – 
Eiffel Scholarship Program. 

• Swedish Institute Scholarships for Global Professionals (SISGP: A fully-
funded scholarship by the Swedish Government for talented non-EU students 
to pursue full-time Master’s degrees in Sweden[1][2]. In 2025, about 200 
scholarships were offered; for 2026, ~350 scholarships are expected[80][81]. 
Fields: Any 1–2 year Master’s program at Swedish universities (around 700 
eligible programs) – covering STEM, environmental sciences, business, 
humanities, social sciences, etc.[82][83]. Eligibility: Applicants must be 
citizens of one of ~33 eligible countries across Asia, Africa, Eastern Europe, 
Latin America (the list includes e.g. Bangladesh, Colombia, Ethiopia, India, 
Kenya, South Africa, Ukraine, Vietnam, etc.)[84][85]. EU/EEA citizens are not 
eligible. Candidates should have at least 3,000 hours (~2 years) of work 
experience and leadership potential in fields linked to sustainable 
development of their home country[86][87]. Coverage: Full tuition fees are 
paid directly to the university, and scholars receive a monthly stipend of 
SEK 10,000–12,000 (currently SEK 12,000 ≈ €1,020) for living expenses[88][1]. 
In addition, a travel grant of SEK 10,000–15,000 (≈ €850–€1,300) is provided 
for travel to Sweden (amount varies by home region)[1][2]. Health insurance is 
included[1][2]. Scholarships last 1 or 2 years depending on the program length. 
Deadlines: Apply for admission to Swedish universities by 15 Jan 2026, 
then apply for the SI scholarship between 9–25 Feb 2026[89][90]. Results are 
announced in April. Official Link: Swedish Institute – Global Professionals 
Scholarship. 

•  LiU International Scholarship – Master’s; merit-based: Linköping University offers 

the LiU International Scholarship to new fee-paying non-EU/EEA master’s students with 

outstanding academic potentialliu.se. This scholarship reduces tuition fees by 50% (in 

some cases 25%, but normally a half-fee waiver)liu.se. It applies for the entire length of the 

https://www.sciencespo.fr/students/en/fees-funding/bursaries-financial-aid/eiffel-scholarship/#:~:text=Candidates%20must%20be%20under%2029,born%20after%20March%2031st%2C%201996
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https://www.sciencespo.fr/students/en/fees-funding/bursaries-financial-aid/eiffel-scholarship/#:~:text=paying%20the%20annual%20tuition%20fees
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https://www.sciencespo.fr/students/en/fees-funding/bursaries-financial-aid/eiffel-scholarship/#:~:text=The%20Eiffel%20Scholarship%20does%20not,paying%20the%20annual%20tuition%20fees
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master’s program (2 years), provided the student maintains study progress (must pass at 

least 75% of credits each year to continue the scholarship)liu.se. Fields: All international 

master’s programmes at LiU (Engineering, Computer Science, Business, Education, etc.) 

are eligible. Eligibility criteria: A minimum academic level is required – for 2026 

entrants, only applicants with a GPA equivalent to 3.5/4.0 or higher (roughly top 15% of 

class, e.g. 75%+ in Indian grading, 8+/10 in CGPA) will be consideredliu.se. Students must 

have applied in Sweden’s First Admission Round (application by Jan 15, 2026) and 

ranked a LiU program as their 1st priority choiceliu.se. Only those admitted to their first-

choice LiU program are invited to apply. How to apply: There is a short window to apply 

after admission results – for Autumn 2026, the scholarship application opens 26 March 

2026 (when admission results are announced) and closes 30 March 2026liu.se. The 

application is an online form (no extra documents needed beyond what was in your 

program application)liu.se. LiU will publish scholarship recipients by 10 April 2026liu.se. 

Note: If you are awarded a Swedish Institute scholarship (see below), you cannot 

concurrently hold the LiU tuition scholarship (the LiU award would be rescinded)liu.se. 

•  Swedish Institute (SI) Scholarships – Master’s; merit-based, fully-funded: The 
Swedish Institute, a government agency, offers generous scholarships for 
international master’s students. Two major SI programs in 2025–2026 are: SI 
Scholarship for Global Professionals (SISGP) and SI Scholarship for Pioneering 
Women in STEM. Coverage: SI scholarships cover full tuition fees, a monthly living 
stipend (~SEK 11,000, ≈ €950), travel grant, and insurance – i.e., a full-ride. Eligibility: 
Depends on nationality and program: SISGP targets applicants from select 42 
countries (mostly developing regions in Asia, Africa, Latin America, Eastern Europe) 
who have leadership experience; the Women in STEM scholarships target female 
applicants from certain countries. Not all LiU programs are eligible for SI funding – SI 
prioritizes specific fields. (At LiU, most science, engineering, environmental and some 
social science programs qualify for SISGP or Women in STEM, whereas some 
programs in Arts/Humanities may not. LiU provides a list indicating which of its 
programs align with each SI scholarship call.) How to apply: SI scholarships have a 
separate application process after you apply to the university. Typically, you must first 
apply for the master’s program by Jan 15 and be admitted (at least conditionally) by 
the time of SI application. The SI application for fall 2026 will likely open in Feb 2026 
with a deadline by end of Feb. It involves submitting an online form, CV, motivation 
essays, recommendation letters, and proof of work experience (for SISGP). Deadline: 
Check SI’s website, but usually Feb 2026 (for results in April). SI will announce 
winners around late April. If you receive an SI award, it supersedes any LiU internal 
scholarship. Official link: Swedish Institute Scholarship page: liu.se. 

  Other Funding Opportunities: 

• Fulbright Sweden: US citizens admitted to LiU (or other Swedish universities) 
can apply for the Fulbright Graduate Student Program for Sweden. This is a 
grant that provides a modest living stipend and travel funds for one academic 
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year. It does not cover tuition (however, many Americans are exempt from fees 
if they hold EU citizenship; if not, they would need other funds for tuition or use 
LiU’s 50% waiver in combination). LiU specifically mentions scholarships for 
US students through the Swedish Institute and Fulbright: leverageedu.com. 

• Country-specific scholarships: Many countries offer scholarships for study 
abroad. LiU’s website suggests using resources like StudyinSweden.se – 
Other Scholarships to search for scholarships by country: liu.se. For 
instance, Erasmus+ loans, Rotary scholarships, or home country government 
loans may be options. 

 
• Denmark: DTU International Tuition Fee Waivers – Master’s (MSc); merit-

based: DTU offers a limited number of tuition fee waivers to excellent non-

EU/EEA students admitted to its 2-year MSc programsdtu.dk. A waiver covers the 

full tuition fee for the 2-year duration of the MSc (worth approximately €30,000 

total)dtu.dk. No stipend for living costs is included – students must finance their 

own living expenses. Eligibility: Open to non-EU/EEA applicants in any MSc field 

with outstanding academic performance (high GPA, from a well-ranked university, 

plus relevant research or work experience)dtu.dk. How to apply: When applying 

for admission, applicants must submit a separate scholarship application statement 

(a short motivation specifically for the tuition waiver) by the same deadlinedtu.dk. 

For Fall 2026 intake, apply by 15 January 2026 and include the waiver motivation 

in your application packagedtu.dk. DTU will only consider those who submit this 

extra statement on time. Deadline: 15 Jan 2026 (DTU’s Round 1 deadline) for 

Autumn 2026 entry. Note that waivers are only offered for the September intake 

(not for February start)dtu.dk. Decisions on waivers are made in parallel with 

admission offers (typically by April); selection is highly competitive and based 

primarily on academic excellence (grades, university ranking, relevant 

achievements)dtu.dk. 

• Denmark: DTU Scholarships (Tuition + Stipend) – Master’s; merit-based: In 

some cases, top-ranked waiver applicants may additionally be offered a living 

allowance (scholarship) along with the tuition waiver. These DTU Scholarships 

provide a monthly stipend to cover living costs in Denmark. They are funded by the 

Danish government or DTU’s own funds. Coverage: full tuition waiver + around 

DKK 6,500 per month for living expenses (roughly €870/month) for 22 months. 

Number: Very limited. All candidates for tuition waivers are automatically 

considered – no separate process. (As per DTU, not all waivers come with stipends; 

the stipend is an extra honor for the very best admits.) If awarded, details will be in 

your admission letter. 

 

• Italy: Invest Your Talent (IYT) – Italy (Ministry of Foreign Affairs & International 
Cooperation): A program offering scholarships for high-potential students from 
select countries to pursue English-taught Master’s degrees in Italy, 
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combined with internship opportunities at Italian companies[91][92]. Fields: 
Primarily STEM and business fields – e.g. Engineering, ICT, Management, 
Economics, Science & Technology – at top Italian universities participating in 
IYT[92][93]. Eligibility: Applicants must be from one of the 18 eligible 
countries (as of 2025) including Brazil, India, Indonesia, Iran, Vietnam, 
Turkey, Tunisia, etc.[91][94]. Age limit is usually around 26–28 years. 
Coverage: IYT scholarships include a €1,000 monthly stipend for 9 months 
(total €9,000) and a full tuition fee exemption at the host university[95][96]. 
Additionally, recipients get a free Italian language course and are guaranteed 
a placement in an internship related to their field in Italy[95][97]. (Travel and 
insurance are generally not covered, aside from what the university may offer.) 
Deadline: The call for a.y. 2025/26 closed in Feb 2025; for Fall 2026, expect 
applications to open in Jan 2026 with deadline by end of Feb 2026. Official 
Link: Invest Your Talent in Italy – Official Page (and the IYT Portal for 
applications[98]). 

• Belgium: ARES Masters Scholarships (Wallonia-Brussels): Fully-funded 
scholarships for advanced Master’s degrees (Master spécialisé) in Belgium, 
funded by ARES for young professionals from developing countries[5][99]. 
These are similar to the training scholarships above but for degree programs. 
Fields: Specific one-year master’s programs in fields such as public health, 
transport logistics, agriculture, economics, engineering, education, and 
development studies[9]. Eligibility: Must be citizens of one of the 31 eligible 
countries in Africa, Latin America, Asia (same list as the training program) and 
under age 40 for master’s; also need two years of professional experience 
related to the field[100][101]. EU nationals not eligible. Coverage: Full 
scholarship covering tuition, return airfare, monthly stipend, 
accommodation allowance, insurance, and thesis grant[3][102]. For example, 
in 2025–26 ARES awarded 130 master’s scholarships[13]. Deadline: 19 Sept 
2025 for 2026 programs (annual call)[14]. See ARES link above (same portal as 
for short courses). 

• Belgium: Master Mind Scholarships: Scholarships funded by the Flemish 
Government for excellent international students to pursue a Master’s degree 
in Flanders or Brussels. About 30–45 awards per year are available across all 
Flemish universities[103][104]. Fields: Any field for Master’s programs at 
universities like KU Leuven, UGent, VUB, UAntwerpen, etc. Eligibility: 
Applicants must have outstanding academic records (usually top 10%), a 
minimum GPA equivalent of 3.5/4.0, and meet English proficiency (IELTS ≥ 7.0 
or TOEFL ≥ 94)[105][106]. All nationalities can apply (except currently Russian 
citizens are suspended)[107][108]. Must be accepted into a Flemish master’s 
program and not already enrolled in one. Coverage: ~€10,000 grant per year 
plus a waiver of tuition (students pay only an administrative fee 
~€136)[103][104]. The scholarship is awarded for the full duration of the 
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master’s (up to 2 years)[109][110]. Some awards are reserved for priority 
countries (USA, Japan, Mexico, Palestine – reflecting bilateral 
agreements)[111]. Deadline: Universities pre-select candidates; students 
should apply by Feb 1, 2026 to their program (the Master Mind application is 
then submitted by the university, typically by end of March)[112][113]. Official 
Link: Study in Flanders – Master Mind Scholarships. 

• Netherlands: Maastricht University (UM) Holland-High Potential 
Scholarship: A competitive scholarship combining the Dutch Holland 
Scholarship and UM’s High Potential Scholarship, for top non-EU students 
admitted to a Master’s at Maastricht University[114][115]. Fields: Any 1 or 2-
year Master’s program at UM (arts & social sciences, health sciences, 
engineering, business, law, etc.). Eligibility: Non-EU/EEA applicants with 
excellent academic performance and not older than 35. EU citizens are 
ineligible. Must be admitted to UM by the scholarship deadline. Coverage: 21 
full scholarships are offered, each worth about €34,000, covering full tuition 
waiver and a monthly stipend for living costs[114][116]. Specifically, it 
includes €11,400–€22,800 tuition (depending on program) and about €12,000 
for living expenses, plus visa costs and insurance. Deadline: 1 December 
2025 for Fall 2026 (students must apply for admission and the scholarship by 
this date)[117]. Official Link: UM High Potential Scholarships. 

• Ireland – International Education Scholarships (GOI-IES) – Ireland: (Also 
mentioned in undergrad category) For Master’s students, this program offers 
60 one-year scholarships to non-EU students across all fields[118][60]. 
Coverage: €10,000 stipend + full fee waiver for one academic year[63][64]. 
Often used for taught Master’s programs (which in Ireland are one year). 
Eligibility: Non-EU/EEA nationals, with strong academics and extracurriculars, 
holding an offer for an NFQ level 9 program (Master’s)[59][119]. Deadline: 
~March 2026 (call opens Jan 2026). Link as above for GOI-IES. 

• Spain: Fundación Carolina Scholarships: A scholarship program primarily for 
Latin American students to undertake postgraduate studies in Spain. Fields: 
Various Master’s programs (and some PhD short research stays) at partner 
Spanish universities, in fields like science and technology, business, social 
sciences, arts, etc. Eligibility: Citizens of Latin American countries (Ibero-
America) and sometimes Portugal. Coverage: Many Carolina awards are 
partial scholarships – often a 50% tuition waiver + a stipend for 
accommodation. Some may be full scholarships depending on agreements. 
E.g., for 2024, Carolina offered 100+ Master’s scholarships. Deadline: Calls 
are published in December each year[120][121], with application deadlines 
around March of the intake year. Official Link: Fundación Carolina – Becas. 

• Spain: MAEC-AECID Master’s Scholarships (Ministry of Foreign Affairs & 
AECID): Scholarships for professionals from certain Latin American, African, 
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and Asian countries to pursue a one-year Official Master’s in Spain. These 
specifically target public sector officials or educators from partner 
developing countries. Fields: Master’s related to Spanish Cooperation’s 
development priorities (education, public administration, environmental 
sustainability, etc.). Eligible countries include much of Latin America (e.g. 
Argentina, Bolivia, Colombia, Peru, etc.) and some in Africa/Asia (e.g. Egypt, 
Philippines, Morocco, Mozambique, etc.). Coverage: Monthly stipend of 
€1,200, up to €5,000 for tuition fees (paid directly to the university), a travel 
allowance, and medical insurance. Duration up to 10 months (one academic 
year). Deadline: Typically late March to early April (for 2025–26, it was 28 Mar 
to 11 Apr 2025). Official Link: AECID Scholarship Programs (see Program I.7 
for Master’s). 

• Portugal: IST Entrance Scholarships (Merit-based, donor-funded) – 
Bachelor & Master: Técnico and its industry partners offer numerous 
scholarships for current students, often aimed at those with excellent 
academic potential or in financial need. Each year, “more than a dozen” 
scholarships funded by companies, foundations, alumni or other institutions 
are available to BSc and MSc studentstecnico.ulisboa.pt. For example: the 
Alumni Merit Scholarship, Rotary Club Scholarship (for first-year 
undergraduates), corporate-sponsored awards like AXIANS “Business for 
All”, Bondalti & Amélia de Mello Foundation Scholarships 
(chemistry/engineering fields), Xpand IT Scholarship (for Computer 
Engineering students), and Feedzai “Women in Science” Scholarship 
(supporting female MSc students in STEM)tecnico.ulisboa.pt. These typically 
provide around €1,000–€2,000 per year (some as high as €2,000) to help cover 
tuition (which for Portuguese public universities is ~€697–€1,500/year) or living 
costsfacebook.comfacebook.com. Many are renewable annually through the 
Master’s level if the student maintains good gradesfacebook.com. Eligibility: 
varies by scholarship – some prioritize academic excellence, others target 
students with financial hardship or specific demographics (women, volunteer 
service, etc.)shiksha.com. Both Portuguese and international students 
enrolled at Técnico can apply unless a donor specifies otherwise. How to 
apply: Técnico publishes a call at the start of each academic year (e.g. 
applications were open Sept 2–25, 2025 for that year’s 
scholarshipstecnico.ulisboa.pt). Students submit a general application (via an 
online portal or form) and may be considered for all scholarships they’re 
eligible for. Deadline for Fall 2026: likely early September 2026. 

• Portugal: ULisboa Merit Scholarships – Bachelor & Master; merit-based: As 
part of the University of Lisbon, IST awards Merit Scholarships to students 
with outstanding academic performance. Typically, the top students in each 
study cycle (with a grade average usually ≥16/20) receive this award. The 
scholarship consists of a monetary prize of €2,000 per year (set by national 
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law)facebook.com. It is often granted after the first year of study or in 
recognition of excellent performance in a given year. Eligibility: All students 
(domestic or international) enrolled in full-time undergraduate or master’s 
programs at IST who achieve “exceptional academic results” 
qualifydges.gov.pt. There is no separate application – winners are selected by 
the university based on grades. Recipients can have it renewed in subsequent 
years if they continue to rank among the top of their cohort. (These are limited 
in number; for example, ULisboa may award merit scholarships to about 1% of 
students each year.) 

• Portugal: Need-Based State Grants (SAS Scholarships) – Bachelor & Master; 
need-based: The Portuguese government, through DGES and Universidade de 
Lisboa’s Social Services, provides bursaries to students from low-income 
families. Eligibility: Generally limited to Portuguese nationals, EU citizens, or 
other permanent residents; non-EU international students usually do not 
qualify unless they have long-term residence in Portugal. These grants (often 
called “bolsas de estudo”) are based on family income and can cover the 
annual tuition fee and a monthly stipend for living expenses. At IST, students 
apply via the SAS (Social Action Services) portal at the start of the academic 
year. Coverage: roughly €1,500–€3,000/year depending on need (varies; often 
equal to tuition plus some living support). Deadline: Usually early fall 
(September/October) each year. Note: International students from EU/EEA are 
eligible under the same conditions as local students (must demonstrate low 
family income); non-EU students should verify their status, as some categories 
(e.g. CPLP country students or those with refugee status) might be eligible. 

• Other University-Specific Scholarships: Many universities in the above 
countries have their own scholarships for international Master’s students. For 
example, University of Amsterdam’s “AES” (Amsterdam Excellence 
Scholarship) provides full tuition and €25,000 stipend (limited to top 1% 
students) in various fields; Leiden University Excellence Scholarship (LExS) 
offers €10k-15k tuition waivers for non-EU Masters in Leiden[130]; University 
of Twente Scholarships (UTS) in the Netherlands provide €6,000–€25,000 for 
excellent non-EU MSc students[131]; Uppsala University Global 
Scholarships cover tuition for non-EU Master’s in Sweden[132]; Chalmers 
IPOET Scholarships in Sweden give 75% tuition waivers for non-EU 
engineers[133]. Prospective students should research scholarships on the 
websites of their chosen universities – most have a section for “international 
scholarships” listing available awards and application procedures. 
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4. Research Master & PhD Program Scholarships 

European doctoral education is often funded through scholarships or employment 
contracts, making PhD studies essentially tuition-free and salaried in many cases. 
Below are key opportunities for funding Research Master’s (specialized research-
oriented master’s) and PhD programs in the target countries. This includes national 
research council scholarships and international fellowship programs: 

• Marie Skłodowska-Curie Doctoral Fellowships (MSCA) – European Union: 
The MSCA fellowships (part of Horizon Europe) fund Doctoral Networks that 
recruit PhD candidates as paid Early Stage Researchers. Fields: All disciplines 
(often innovative, interdisciplinary topics); projects typically involve consortia 
of universities/companies across multiple EU countries. Eligibility: Open to 
any nationality. Fellows must be doctoral candidates who have not already 
obtained a PhD and who are willing to relocate to the host country (mobility 
rule). Coverage: MSCA PhD positions are fully funded employment 
contracts – PhD fellows receive a monthly salary (with country adjustment; 
often ~€3,000 gross per month) for 3 years, plus research/travel allowances 
and full social benefits. Tuition fees are usually waived by the host university. 
Applications: Positions are advertised individually by each MSCA network – 
many 2026 starts will be advertised in 2025–2026. Official Info: European 
Commission – MSCA Doctoral Networks. (Interested students should search 
the EURAXESS jobs portal or MSCA calls for open PhD positions in their field.) 

• “la Caixa” INPhINIT PhD Fellowships – Spain & Portugal (la Caixa 
Foundation): A prestigious program providing fully-funded PhD fellowships to 
outstanding researchers of any nationality to carry out doctoral studies in 
Spain or Portugal[134][135]. There are two modalities: Incoming (35 
fellowships) – for candidates who must relocate to Spain/Portugal for PhD, in 
STEM fields at designated “Severo Ochoa” or excellent research centers; and 
Retaining (25 fellowships) – for candidates already in Spain/Portugal to do a 
PhD in any discipline at any university[134][135]. Eligibility: Applicants should 
be in the early career stage (typically within 4 years of their last degree, and not 
already holding a PhD). Coverage: la Caixa fellows receive a 3-year 
employment contract including an annual gross salary (~€34,800 in Spain) 
plus €7,500 for research costs, and relocation support[136][137]. Health 
insurance and visa support are included. Deadline: January 28, 2026 for the 
2026 Incoming call[138][139] (Retaining call might have a later deadline in 
Feb). Official Link: “la Caixa” Foundation Doctoral Fellowships. 

• Italian Government PhD Scholarships – Italy: In Italy, all admitted PhD 
students at public universities are provided scholarships or fellow 
positions by law. Many institutions (e.g., Politecnico di Milano, Sapienza 
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https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/actions/doctoral-networks
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https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/panam%C3%A1/member-state-scholarships_en#:~:text=Doctoral%20scholarships%20INPhINIT%20feature%20two,modalities
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/panam%C3%A1/member-state-scholarships_en#:~:text=La%20Caixa%20Foundation%20Scholarships
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https://www.crg.eu/en/content/training-phd-students-funding-opportunities/inphinit-la-caixa-doctoral-fellowships-programme#:~:text=30%20fellowships%20for%20researchers%20of,excellence%20in%20Spain%20or%20Portugal
https://lacaixafoundation.org/en/doctoral-inphinit-fellowships-incoming-call#:~:text=Foundation%20lacaixafoundation,for%20interviews%3A%2027%20April%202026
https://lacaixafoundation.org/en/doctoral-inphinit-fellowships-incoming-call#:~:text=Key%20dates,for%20interviews%3A%2027%20April%202026
https://fundacionlacaixa.org/en/inphinit


 
University of Rome, etc.) have expanded PhD funding via the National Recovery 
and Resilience Plan. A prime example is the Scuola Normale Superiore (SNS) 
in Pisa), which offers ~75 fully-funded PhD positions each year open to Italians 
and international candidates[140][141]. Fields: SNS covers Humanities, 
Sciences, Political and Social Sciences. Eligibility: All PhD applicants 
(regardless of nationality) who hold a Master’s degree can compete. 
Coverage: No tuition fees and a generous stipend. At SNS, the scholarship is 
~€18,000 per year plus free housing and free meals on campus[142][143]. 
Similarly, other Italian universities provide ~€16,000–€20,000/year stipends, 
with waivers of fees. Application Deadlines: Typically spring 2025 for the 
2025–26 PhD cycle (SNS has two calls: April and August deadlines[144][145]). 
For Fall 2026 PhDs, expect calls in spring/summer 2026. Official Link: SNS 
PhD Admissions (for Scuola Normale’s example). Note: Prospective PhD 
students should look up PhD calls on each university’s website (e.g., “PhD call 
2026 university of ___”) – virtually all Italian PhDs are funded, making it an 
attractive system for international researchers. 

• FCT PhD Studentships – Portugal: The Portuguese Foundation for Science 
and Technology (FCT) awards hundreds of doctoral scholarships each year to 
pursue a PhD at Portuguese universities or research centers. In the 2025 call, 
1,550 studentships were available[146][147]. Fields: All scientific fields 
(sciences, engineering, social sciences, arts, etc.). Eligibility: Open to both 
Portuguese and international applicants. Candidates submit a research 
proposal and if selected can undertake a PhD at a Portuguese institution 
(some grants allow doing part of research abroad). Coverage: Each 
scholarship covers tuition fees, an annual stipend (~€16,000/year) – 
approximately €1,333 per month[148][149] – plus allowances for research, 
insurance, and an optional travel grant. Duration is up to 4 years. Deadline: 
Annual call, usually March–April (e.g., 2025 call was open 17 Mar – 16 Apr 
2025[150][151]). Official Link: FCT – PhD Studentships. Portuguese 
universities also often have specific doctoral program scholarships co-funded 
by FCT or EU – candidates should check their field/program. 

• Government of Ireland Postgraduate Scholarships (IRC) – Ireland: The Irish 
Research Council’s Government of Ireland Postgraduate Scholarship is a 
well-known program for funding PhD (and research master’s) in Ireland. 
Fields: Any discipline (sciences, engineering, arts, humanities, social 
sciences). Eligibility: Open to all nationalities; non-EU awardees have their 
higher tuition covered as part of the grant[152][153]. Applicants need a first-
class or strong upper-second bachelor’s degree. Coverage: Up to €34,000 per 
year comprising a €25,000 stipend, full fee waiver up to €5,750/year, and 
€3,250 for research expenses[154][155]. Award is for 1 year if doing a research 
Master’s or up to 4 years for PhD. ~18% success rate[156][156]. Deadline: The 
2026 call is expected to open fall 2025 with deadline around October 
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https://www.fct.pt/en/PhD-studentships
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2025[157][158] for funding starting in autumn 2026. Official Link: Irish 
Research Council – GOI Postgraduate Scholarship. 

• Belgium (VLIR-UOS & ARES PhD Grants) – Belgium: In Flanders, VLIR-UOS 
used to offer ICP PhD scholarships in partnership with Flemish universities 
for students from developing countries (often “sandwich” PhDs with part in 
Belgium, part in home country). These cover stipend, travel, and research 
costs for 4 years. Similarly, in French-speaking Belgium, ARES provides 
doctoral mobility grants. Interested candidates should consult the VLIR-UOS 
or ARES website for any 2026 PhD initiatives. For example, KU Leuven’s 
Global Minds PhD Scholarships aim to bring exceptional doctoral candidates 
from the Global South to Leuven, covering 4 years of funding (with stipend, 
fees, travel, etc.)[159][160]. 

• PhD Employment Contracts in Scandinavia – Sweden & Denmark: In 
Sweden and Denmark, a PhD position is typically a paid job rather than a 
traditional scholarship. If you are accepted as a PhD candidate, you are hired 
by the university (or sometimes a company for industrial PhDs) as a junior 
researcher/employee. Coverage: PhD researchers earn a monthly salary that 
is usually sufficient to cover living expenses. For instance, a PhD student in 
Denmark might receive around DKK 27,000–30,000/month before tax, and in 
Sweden around SEK 25,000–30,000/month. This includes social benefits 
(healthcare, pension). Tuition is free and no separate stipend is needed. 
Opportunities: Each university advertises PhD vacancies on their websites or 
on national portals. E.g., the Danish State Educational Support program also 
provides tuition waivers + stipends for non-EU Master’s students at some 
universities (as seen with Roskilde University offering a DKK 7,800/month 
stipend and full tuition waiver for 22 months to selected non-EU MSc 
students)[161][162] – while not a PhD, this highlights Denmark’s approach to 
funding graduate studies. Tip: Prospective PhD students should search for 
open PhD calls on sites like FindAPhD – Sweden/Denmark or university career 
pages, and be prepared for a competitive hiring process (CV, research 
proposal, interviews). Once hired, PhD candidates in these countries generally 
do not pay any fees and instead benefit from strong institutional support. 

 

Conclusion: The above-listed scholarships constitute a selection of the most 
significant opportunities in Italy, Portugal, Spain, France, the Netherlands, Ireland, 
Belgium, Sweden, and Denmark for studies beginning in Fall 2026. Each scholarship 
has specific objectives and eligibility criteria – some target academic excellence 
globally, while others aim to foster development in particular regions or fields. 
Applicants should carefully verify the latest requirements and deadlines on the 
official scholarship websites (links provided) and plan ahead, as most 2026 deadlines 
occur in late 2025 or early 2026. With timely preparation, talented international 
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students (EU and non-EU alike) can secure funding that fully covers tuition and living 
costs, enabling them to pursue quality higher education in Europe without financial 
barrier. 

Sources: The information above was compiled from official scholarship pages and 
reputable sources, including government and university websites. Key details such as 
eligibility, benefits, and deadlines were verified from these sources – for example, the 
Erasmus Mundus program overview[67], the Italian MAECI scholarship call[163][22], 
the Padua Excellence Scholarship benefits[29], the Sciences Po Boutmy scholarship 
amounts[40][43], the Dutch NL Scholarship description[50], the Bocconi international 
award details[54], Ireland’s GOI-IES program outline[164], the Campus France Eiffel 
scholarship note[74], the Swedish Institute SISGP coverage[1], Italy’s IYT benefits[95], 
ARES scholarship inclusions[3], Flanders’ Master Mind scholarship info[103], 
Maastricht’s scholarship description[114], and Roskilde’s Danish stipend 
example[161], among others. These references ensure accuracy and provide further 
reading for prospective applicants. 
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